
I firmly believe I should not have to pay for Caller ID to obtain privacy from
unwanted telemarketers.  There needs to be a national do-not-call list that is
easily accessible and quickly updated so that it can take effect within a
reasonable amount of time.  I just completed a form to the Direct Marketing
Association to reduce such calls to my home. Unfortunately, their website
indicates it will be at least three months before I should expect calls to be
reduced because they only update their list quarterly.  Of course, they indicate
that if I email the form to them for a cost of $5.00, my name will be likely to
get on the list sooner.

Another concern I have is for the elderly who have these calls pitched to them.
My mother, who is 85, is under strict instructions not to pick up any calls
identified as "out of area" or "unavailable" on the caller id system we had to
have installed in her home because of her gullibility towards these
telemarketers. As a result, I can not call my mother using the less-expensive
long-distance phone call service of "net-to-phone" I have because when I call
using that service, my phone call to her shows up as "out of area".
Therefore, because of my need to protect my mother from telemarketers, I need to
use the more-expensive long-distance calls of my telephone company to contact
her.  I do not believe I should have to pay extra money in these ways to avoid
unwanted sales pitches or to protect my mother from responding to these constant
sales pitches.


